Captioning video
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As you design any project, it’s important to remember that your audience will access, process, and understand your work in different ways. It goes to follow, then, that providing alternate ways of accessing your work will allow you to reach a much broader audience base. 

What follows is a brief tutorial on captioning YouTube videos, and I’ll later provide an explanation of using subtitles as captions in iMovie (though that’s not included in this document). Each method of captioning has its own benefits and drawbacks—and so choosing one over the other really involves your own rhetorical purpose, as well as what technologies you have at your disposal.  

For more information about video and accessibility, see OSU’s Web Accessibility Center tutorial on YouTube and captioning: http://wac.osu.edu/examples/youtube-player-controls/ 

YouTube and CaptionTube

In order to upload a video to YouTube, you need an account. Direct your browser to youtube.com and click Create Account if you do not have an account. (If you do have an account, simply sign in.) 
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If you create a new account, you’ll be taken to a screen that asks you to choose a username and input certain information (such as location, date of birth, etc.). 
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Once you have a YouTube account, you can begin the process of uploading video. At the top of the page, simply click the Upload button.
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You’ll then be directed to the Video File Upload page. Click the yellow Upload video button and choose the file that you’d like to upload. 
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Once you’ve selected your video, the uploading process begins, and you can watch its progress on the upload progress bar.
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While your video is uploading, you can edit the metadata attached to the video (such as title, description, tags) and also choose privacy options. For the purposes of this tutorial, I’ve chosen the Private checkbox, which only allows invited YouTube users to view the video. Generally speaking, however, I usually choose a Public listing, which allows any user, YouTube or non, to view my video.
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The amount of time it takes for YouTube to upload and process your video depends on the file size. Once it has finished uploading, however, YouTube will direct you to a URL where your file will appear. 

CaptionTube

Now the captioning begins! Direct your browser to CaptionTube: http://captiontube.appspot.com/myvideos/. You will need to log in with your YouTube account and/or google account name. 

Once you’ve logged in, you’ll be directed to the Import a Video for Captioning page. Click on the Personal Video button.
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On the following page, you should see a list of all the videos you’ve uploaded to your YouTube account, as well as which ones have been captioned and which ones have not. Simply select the video you wish to caption and click the Import button.
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Now your video clip has been imported into CaptionTube. To begin adding captions, simply click the Edit button on the right of the clip.
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You’ll now be directed to the Edit Captions page, which resembles the screen below. A few things to note. Your video will appear in the top left and you can play it any time. To the right of the video is the Add Caption field, which allows you to transcribe the video as you play it back. Then, at the very bottom is the Track Timeline, which visually displays any captions that you’ve added.
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To begin captioning: Click on the Add Caption button. Once you’ve done so, go ahead and hit the Play button of your YouTube video and begin transcribing the audio into the white caption text box. 

Hit Pause on the video when you need to – and definitely before you have more than one or two lines worth of text. (A good rule of thumb when it comes to captioning: only caption one or two lines at a time, around 42 characters.)
In the Caption Duration box, you may need to change the duration from 2 seconds to a longer amount of time. Determine this based on where you pause—the Video Current Time box indicates where you are in the timeline.
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Once you’ve typed in a line or two of text, make sure the video is paused at the place you left off. Click Save Caption. Your text will now be grayed out, and you should see a blue box floating on the timeline below.
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Rinse, lather, repeat! If you’re ready to add the next line of text, click the Add Caption button and then hit play – transcribing the audio as the video plays, and hitting pause once you’ve had your fill of text. Be sure to also hit Save Caption after you type each entry.
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Once you’ve finished captioning the video, you need to export the captions to YouTube. Click on the Publish button. 
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On the next page, you’ll be presented with several different format options to download. (I usually choose the SubViewer format—it’s seemed to work best for me with YouTube.) Choose and option and click Download Now.
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Once you’ve downloaded your caption file, you can open it with any text editor (e.g., Text Edit or Notepad) and change times or captions. (See below.)
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In order to get this on YouTube, however, you need to go back to your YouTube account—make sure you’ve signed in, and navigate to My Videos. 
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On your video page, find your desired video and click on the Captions button.
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You’ll now be directed to the Captions page. Simply click on the Add New Captions or Transcript button and select your captions file from the browse menu.
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Once you’ve uploaded the file, you should have captions! Click on View on video page to test it out!
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